The overall objective of proposed program is to increase the awareness and understanding of state and local government officials in Ohio concerning hydrogen and fuel cell technology; thereby, accelerating the deployment of clean energy solutions, which will improve our environment, decrease our dependence on foreign energy, and bolster the manufacturing sector.
Objectives
This increase in the awareness and understanding will directly contribute to the following Hydrogen Education Subprogram objectives:
• 
The specific objectives of the proposed program are to:
Compile a succinct set of educational materials that will educate the target audience, state and local government officials, about the benefits and economic development opportunities associated with hydrogen and fuel cell technologies.
Prepare an informative and engaging agenda for the forums and market the forum appropriately.
Conduct approximately nine forums around the state that will raise the awareness of government stakeholders as to the environmental, economic and other benefits of hydrogen and fuel cells.
• Include in the nine regional forums, statewide and region specific information about fuel cell companies, research entities and community colleges concerning fuel cell activities and give examples of early market deployment and manufacturing operations.
• Publish a bi-annual newsletter that will keep the target audience informed about technical, legislative and business developments related to hydrogen and fuel cell technologies.
• Measure the increased awareness of state and local government officials using the metrics from the DOE Hydrogen Education Subprogram 2004 Baseline Study and additional instruments to determine knowledge of financial incentives, university and college workforce development programs, and awareness of specific local company activities. Target Audience and Approach
The target audience members for the proposed program are state and local government officials that will be affected by the deployment of fuel cell technologies in their regions. Included in this group will be economic development, transit, and public utilities individuals. These represent the key decision makers framing the future of Ohio's fuel cell industry and early deployment of fuel cell applications for stationary power generation, niche transport, and public transit. Table1(see page 10) shows these target segments, the number of individuals in each segment and their important drivers.
Target Audience and Approach • One of the most effective and cost effective means of following up with government stakeholders is drawing them to the annual Ohio Fuel Cell Symposium. At the 2010 edition of the symposium, a special breakfast or lunch will be held for government officials. This meeting will detail the matchmaking and other follow-up services OFCC provides as part of this program and on its own.
Reporting
• The project team will prepare and submit all of the reports required by DOE, including quarterly and annual reports. EMTEC will provide these basic metrics and reporting requirements, as they have existing infrastructure built from their current business model and as a former federal grantee or manager of DOE-funded research and commercialization funds. OFCC as team leader will have final approval and responsibility for reporting content and meeting deadline requirements.
Project Summary
Relevance:
• The proposed program demonstrates a strong fit with the objectives of the Hydrogen Education subprogram by targeting state and local government decision makers; thereby, acting as a conduit for the DOE and raising the awareness of this important stakeholder group.
Approach:
• The education of the targeted audience with the result being support of the fuel cell industry and the adoption of fuel cells as an energy source.
Collaborations:
